effects of drugs on the uteroplacental circulation and the developing fetus.
Perhaps the most obvious constructive criticism of this generally excellent work is that it has not been edited sufficiently; too many of the contributors have wandered off their allotted theme and have developed aspects which (though interesting) are not strictly mundane to the brief, which is therapeutics and clinical pharmacology. For instance, the metabolism and synthesis of aestrogens in the fetoplacental unit is not relevant to the use of oestrogen therapy. Notwithstanding these observations, the editor is to be congratulated on producing a work which covers in a most comprehensive fashion what practising obstetricians need to know about the use of drugs for their patients. This is a book for the personal collection as well as essential material for every hospital library in which pregnant patients may be treated, whether maternity unit or general hospital. There will undoubtedly be further editions.
C N HUDSON
Cholera edited by Dhiman Barua MD and William Burrows PhD pp xvii +458 illustrated £7.90 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1974 The publication of this book has been well timed in view of the present pandemic of cholera caused by the El Tor vibrio. The resurgence in recent years of cholera caused by this biotype is one ofthe most remarkable phenomena in medical epidemiology. Moreover, the last fifteen years have also seen a remarkable growth of knowledge concerning the mechanisms mediating the movement of water and ions from the tissues to the lumen of the bowel. Knowledge concerning the pathogenesis and consequent management of cholera has accordingly developed enormously in recent years. For this reason a volume dealing with the pandemic, the clinicopathological features of the disease and the methods whereby it may be managed has been much needed and we are fortunate that such a comprehensive, authoritative and well-written book as this has been published.
The pandemic is recorded in some detail, and current knowledge concerning bacteriology of the disease is thoroughly reviewed, as are pathogenesis and management. Among the most interesting items is a review of the possible part played by cyclic AMP in mediating the changes in the bowel brought about by cholera enterotoxins; it seems that these are virtually identical with those produced by application of cyclic AMP to the serosal side of normal gut mucosa.
Details of management, including those of fluid replacement, are fully described and work on the different treatment regimes is reported in detail. This is a book which no physician or public health worker dealing with cholera can afford to be without. book covers a very wide range of of subjects including basic sciences allied to neurology and psychiatry, such as neurophysiology, biochemistry, psychology, physiology, pharmacology and genetics, and various aspects of clinical psychiatry including mental retardation, child psychiatry, geriatric psychiatry, general clinical topics and psychosomatic medicine. Social aspects dealt with include prevention and epidemiology, community psychiatry, and sociology as applied to psychiatry.
The coverage in treatment includes general, family and group psychotherapy, psychoanalysis, behaviour therapy and pharmacotherapy. It is remarkable that such wide coverage is presented with clarity and accuracy. There is a good deal of cross-reference between the chapters on the basic sciences and clinical topics, which makes the book even more useful.
The book is of a uniformly high standard and has the admirable quality of being both comprehensive and concise. It is to be strongly recommended as invaluable for the clinician who is faced with the extremely difficult task of trying to keep up with modern advances.
W LINFORD REES
The Ductus Arteriosus by Donald E Cassels MD pp x+345 illustrated $17.75 Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas 1973 The stated object of this book is, to quote the preface, 'to consider available information related to the ductus arteriosus, to review the present status of the ductus as a clinical problem and to present modern concepts of pathology and hemodynamics. Some material related to innervation and aortic flows is included.' Apparently the author has spent more than twenty years in the attempt to achieve this object and it must be said that he has got very close to success, although there are frank admissions in the preface about omission of the contributions to the field made by some authorities. The twenty-five chapters cover all the aspects of the ductus that one could wish for. References are listed for each chapter and there is a good index.
It is a pity, however, after all the labour that has been expended on the collection of the material, that more care has not been taken in its critical evaluation and presentation. Too often the writing is slapdash, with a misuse of words, and it is regrettable that the common tautological term 'patent ductus' is used instead of the more correct 'persistent ductus'.
The book is well produced and the figures generally are of high quality. By present standards the price is reasonable for such a useful source of information and references. D C DEUCHAR Allergy and Immunology in Children edited by Frederic Speer MD and Robert J Dockhorn MD pp xx+759 illustrated $39.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1973 Books by one or two authors seem to be less common and perhaps the strength of this book is that there are 73 contributors and over 50 chapters. The first part is a review of the essentials of clinical immunology in children, while the second part is designed as a complete guide to the practice of pudiatric allergy. The book is a comprehensive guide to any disease that could be described under the term allergy. Many of the chapters, each with a few well chosen references, seem too brief, but the book is beautifully produced and the last 12 chapters refer to allergic problems in various parts of the world. There have been so many books on allergy from America recently that it is a pleasure to find one that cannot easily be faulted, except that its price will prevent many from buying it. The coloured plates, especially the ones on serous otitis, could well be omitted and the price reduced. Although the book was written for the busy practitioner as an authoritative text book on padiatric allergy, I am sure anyone interested in allergic problems in children could not do better than use this as their standard textbook on the subject.
